• Kinsale Hotel & Spa •
Cork
Kinsale Hotel & Spa is set on 90 acres of mature wooded
parkland overlooking countryside and bay view’s
offering some outstanding opportunities to capture
photo opportunities for your dream wedding. The hotel
also has many interior locations such as their lobby
staircase and balcony, perfect for capturing your day.
The venue offers the perfect location to take in and have
the back drop of the panoramic views of Oysterhaven
Bay.
Kinsale Hotel and Spa have an expert wedding team,
that are happy to cater for weddings of any size,
from 40 to 240. The Rathmore Banqueting Suite is
simply magnificent with unspoilt views over the bay
and countryside making it the ideal wedding venue
location for your special day. The enchanting woodland
entrance will lead you to the lobby of the hotel where
our team will meet you and ensure that your wedding
day will be a memorable one for guests and family for
years to come.

The WEDDING JOURNEY

Kinsale Hotel and Spa is licensed to host civil ceremonies
and offers a unique, intimate occasion guaranteed to
be truly exclusive for you and your guests. The hotels
expert wedding team offers an entirely personal
approach, inspired with care and attention allowing you
to relax and soak up every precious moment. The newly
refurbished Rathmore Suite is a tranquil space, perfect
for an intimate civil ceremony or blessing. Alternatively,
why not avail of the spectacular location and enjoy an
outdoor ceremony with breath-taking views. Visit
www.kinsalehotelandspa.ie or contact 021-4706000.
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Meet our Wedding and Events Manager
Name and position: Alison Walsh
Age: 34- for another few weeks!
Lives: Belgooly
Family: I share my home with my wonderful partner Tim and my little girl Eimear. Very lucky to live
just 5 minutes away from my mum and my sister in
law. They’re a huge help to us as we both work full
time. I’m the baby of the family, one brother, one
sister. My brother lives in the wonderful East Cork
area, and my sister lives in Abu Dhabi. We have 4 nephews
and 2 nieces-Eimear’s ‘best friends’.
Pets: 2 gold fish- Goldie and Nemo.
Favourite thing about Cork: The Cork Craic - there’s no where
like Cork for a night out on the town with the girls.
Least favourite thing about Cork: absolutely nothing!
One thing you’d change about Cork: I cannot think of a single
thing!
When you were small, what did you want to be as a grown-up?
I must have changed my mind 100 times! I spent a long time thinking I wanted to be an optician. I also wanted to be a teacher and
then decided I’d love to get in to Health and Safety, which I studied
in CIT. But it became clear to me that I needed to work in an industry surrounded by people. I love working as part of a big team,
and every hour in the hospitality industry is diﬀerent. You meet new
people every day at the hotel and I find it fascinating chatting to
guests who tell you their stories of what brought them to Kinsale
on their vacation.
Tell us about your career progression to your role today:
I started working in the Hospitality Industry in Kinsale when I was
15, taking a part time job in a local restaurant. From there I worked
during college in a well known bar in Kinsale. I loved bar work. The
atmosphere on Saturday nights, and during festival weekends was
epic. And I was very lucky to work with many of my good friendswe always had so much fun at work. But we worked hard. Our
bosses at this stage in my life were the nicest people, and I still say
they are to credit for my work ethic. We worked hard, but we were
so well looked after. They are very very good friends of mine, and
I think that’s amazing after all these years. From there I started my
admin roles in a Leisure Club in Cork, and from there, launched in
to the Hotel world. When I was 22, I started working at this very hotel as Reservations Manager. It was a new and challenging role for
me, but I loved it. I took a little break from Ireland a few years later,
and headed oﬀ to Sydney where I worked in a financial services
group. This led me right back to Kinsale Hotel and Spa, where I
took up residence as Wedding and Events Manager!
What is the most enjoyable aspect of what you do?
I consider myself to be very lucky to work in the business of happiness! Couples who come to the hotel to meet with me are planning
the most exciting day of their lives, and it’s very rewarding to be a
part of that. I love hearing their own ideas, and I love pushing the
limits at the hotel- couples will come to me with ideas and visions,
and it’s up to me to make it happen. No two weddings are ever the
same, so every day is new and exciting!
What motivates you?
The finished product. Walking out of here at the end of a wedding
day, and seeing a couple who have put 12 months, maybe more,
in to planning this day genuinely having the best day of their livesWhat more motivation could you need.
What advice would you give your 15 year old self?
Be yourself, because at the end of the day, there is a place for
everyone. I love meeting diﬀerent characters every day, whether
its staﬀ or guests, and I just think at 15 everyone tries so hard not
to stand out. But you know what, its ok to stand out!
If you weren’t in the job you have, what would you be doing?
Now that’s a tricky one! I actually don’t know - I think I’m meant
to be here!
What is your greatest life or career achievement to-date?
I don’t know if I could pin it to one. My greatest work achievement I
think would be the reputation I’ve built over the past few years, but
then that’s not just down to me. I’m not a one man show, I have an
amazing team here, and each and every one of them is involved in
the wedding business in some way.
Greatest life achievement, my little girl. She is a very bright, strong
girl, and I know she is going on to great things!
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Who has had the biggest influence on you in your life?
My friends. I have the best bunch of friends. Our teachers used to
tell us in school that they had never seen a group like us. These
girls that I started school with at 5 years of age are still a huge part
of my life. We’ve gone travelling together, gone travelling alone,
some have moved from Kinsale, some are married with babies,
but we still manage to meet up regularly. 29 years of friendship
ain’t bad going!
In recent years, I have been so lucky to have found some truly
amazing friends where I work. But if I had to say one person had
an influence on my life, it would have to be Mandy Gabriel. I have
never met anyone with such a positive attitude to career, life, and
everything in between. I didn’t think that at my age I would change
so much, but Mandy has taught me so much about career progression, buying houses, adulting….. I’d be lost without her.
What is the life dream now?
A bit more travel. I like to work hard, and I like to reward myself and
my family with travel. No matter what line of work you are in, it’s
so important to have something to look forward to- a little reward
for the hard work. I basically like to always have a holiday on the
cards- it keeps me motivated! I’m not long back from Paris, so I
think it’s about time now that I start looking at what’s next.
How do you switch oﬀ?
That glass of white on a Friday evening! Or a night out on the town
with the girls.
What is your favourite Cork memory?
I have so many memories from growing up in Kinsale. Nights out
with the girls would just end up in ridiculous laughter.
What is your favourite place in Cork?
It’s a toss up between Fitzgeralds Park or Ballincollig regional Park.
Great day out that we all really enjoy. Take the bikes, grab a coﬀee
and switch oﬀ.
Do you have a favourite quote or motto?
It’s so Cork, but ‘box it oﬀ’. When you are faced with a challenge,
this is how we like to tackle it here in Kinsale. Sit down, work it out,
and box it oﬀ. In other words, once it fixed, leave it behind and
move on. No point carrying it with you!
When are you at your happiest?
On holidays, anywhere warm, with a pool and a book!
Any regrets?
None. Everything that happens in life leads you to where you are,
and where I am right now is pretty good.
What is your hidden talent?
Organisation. It’s bordering on annoying for those I live with and
work with, but if anyone can tidy things away so well that they will
never again be found, that would be me.
What might we be surprised to know about you?
I have an unnatural fear of spiders. And I’m quite a rational person,
so it’s a bit silly!
Anything else you’d
like to share with us?
No I think I better leave it there
before I give too much away!
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